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COURT USURPATION.

 Anyone who reads without pre-
conceived biss, the report of oourt
proceedings in Chicago in the Debs
conlempt case cannot escape the con-
olusion that the osse is prejudged,
and no matter what the testimony
may be, no American Railway nnion
man can hope for justioe in & Chi-
oago oourt. It will remain to be de-
termined whether there is a higher
court to which these cases may be
appealed that is not a servile tool of
the corporations, This has become s
matter of doubt with & large olass of
thinking men and women thronghont
the country.

In the contempt ocase sbove re-
forred to, it has been the policy of
the government to simply establish
the fact of the commission of violence
during the continuance of the Iate
strike, and withont offering an 10ta
of testimony #o connect the officers or
members of tne American Railway
union with this violenee, to infer
their responsibility and punish them
socordingly. All day Friday, Sep-
tember 7, the government introdnoed
testimony simply fo establish what
nobody denies—that there wes vio-
lence oommitted daring the strike—
and without one solitary attempt to
prove that the strikers had anything
to do with it. The respondents in
each oase objected to the testimony
on the ground of its irrelevaney in-
ssmuoch as the prosecution mads no
arternpt to conneot the defendants
with the violence proven. By such
means the most innocent man in the
world could be convieted. Buppose
any mep, however ionocent, to oe
aimply placed under arrest npon the
charge of inating violence, and the
conrt in hia trial shonld admit this
kind of evidenoa to bs submitted, and
act opon the presnmption that be.
eanse violance had taken place, there-
fors, the prisoner at the bar mnst be
guilty of it. This is & fine adminis-
tration of justice, isn't it?

After many witnesses of the kind
indicated had testified, and while
Henry Swan, 8 Rock Island fireman,
waa on the stand, Mr, Erwin, one of
the counsel for the defense, entered
the following protest againat the con-
tinnanes of such testimony:

“May b plonse the oourt,’' began Mr,
Erwin, *wo would like to inSsrpose an ob-
jookion here. This is bhe same kind of $es.
timony s that of the last witness, It ia
irrelovant a d immuterial. I want to say
this $o the courd in good falth and osndor,
that this inquiry is before the publio, The
constant relteration and narration of de-
tastable sosnes of mob violence happening
during this late sirike, withouh tracing o
tho dofendants in any way their responsi.
bility or complioity, will throw the greatest
possible burden upon your honor, who site
hare before & publio expeoling and desir.

ing that someons be punished bacaunss of
the strained Inferences and oconclusions
against thess defendants. The govern.
ment has no more right o lsy bafore your
honor this sirained condition of publio duty
than it has to vex tlie publio by this pro-
oseding. Now, it ssema to ma, $o ba candid
and plain, sinoe they bave not attempied
0 conneol ihe defendants as yot with theso
conditions of mob violencs, sither one of
whiab, if proparly conneoted, would subjest
the defendants to the punishmeot of this
ocourt, that it ia the purposs and plsn of the

persons oondaclisg this exymination, %o |gourt.
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lio gry for punmhmeni in the absence of
proof fo conneock them., And as this has
proossdod o such an extreme extent, with.
out the firsb particle of teatimony, while it
is wise on the part of your honor $o rely
upon; eounsel $o connset these things, it
does seem fo me that in the intersst of the
publio a siop should ba pub to this thing
now unill they do connsed 1§, for they have
proved emough, if they do oconmnech us, to
damn us,”

In roling upon this objection,
Judge Woods said:

“The oourt, of oourss, gives oounsel
oredit for oandor inm sll of his objeo-
tions, and has not announced to the
contrary in ome way or sanother, and
80 far ns the burden thrown on the oourt in
osonoerned, the oourt will neocesarily have
$obearit, But i is sxpressly averred in
this Informstion; and %o my mind it is the
mosd maberial averment in the information
in ono aspeod, that thess soenes of violenoe
did go on, and thai your people were re.
sponsible for them. Now, I don’l prelend
b0 know or say or guess how far they can
oarry their proof in that respeot, bub I
don't ase, beoause one witness has teatified
o & thing that I have nod the right to allow
another to beatify to the same thing."

“T oalled your honor’s stteniion to tius
and oall the public's attention Lo it beoanse
I am sure they can never oonveok thess de-
fendanty with ons of thess things,” replied
Mr. Erwin.

“Of souras, so far as the publio is con.
osrned,” said the oourt, “it is desirable
that no mistake shall be mads, and in the
ond it will be tho responsible duty of the
cours o pul She malber in ahape so thal
the public will understand how we have
prooseded, if they don's apprehend It from
the busy smploymsnt of these gentlemen
who are engaged in thai special work.”

Oan any honest man read these
proceadinga and not bs impressed
with the fact that thia case is pre-
judged? What chance of justice has
any man in such & courk!?

The report of proseedinga as given
by the Ohicago Times also fornishes
another exampls of the strained ral-
ings of the conrt made for the sole
purpose of bringiog men nonder the
jurisdiotion of the interstate com-
merce law who are in no way oon-
nected with interstate commeroe.
The Times says:

Anobhor one of the inkerssbing ep isodes
of the day was when Mr. Gragory objected
o tha testimony of the superintendent of
the Btock Yards and Transid company's
linga on the grounds that thoy were not en-
gaged (o &he transporiation of the malls
and olearly oould nok be engaged in inker-
stade ocommerce, since thair lines did not
oxtend outside of Cook county or tha ity
of Chicago. Judge Woods replied that the
road handled fraight whioh by other roads
was laken f0 other states; that tha sireet
oars wera used by persona beginming a
journay $o other stabes,

Y[ ahould very much dialike to see that
dootrine of inbarstate commeros enunciated
a8 law,” oald Mr. Grogory. "From such n
doolrine the elevalor by which & man de-
soends from his offios whea ho staria to
take & train would not bs axsmph.”

Not only the office elevator wounld
be included under this raling, but
"the man who takes his grip in his
hand and starts upon a journey on
foot must bs engaged in interstate
commercs, and subjeot to the charge
of obstrocting the maila if anything
goes wrong with their transporta-
tion. Puot a corporation upon one
gide and & poor man upon the other
and the oourts will ses to it that
there 18 sufficient latitude to the law
to sabisfy the ntmost demand of the
corporation. A poor man has no
earthly show for justioe in & modern
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MAJOR MORRILL'S EEOOED ON SILVER?

We have received a number of in-
guiries npon this sobjest from per-
sons who desire specific information
regarding it and we have therefore
taken the time to look the matter up
back to the time when Benator
Plumb's free eoinage bill passed in
the senate. We have not searched
any of the more ancient records and
do not desm it necesdary for ressons
which will be stated in a subsequent
paragraph.

The Aovocare has never believed
that anything is fo be gained by mis-
representing the position of & polit-
ioal _adversary. It has always been
our aim to be correct in every state-
ment we make, and if we have the
misfortuns to publish snything whish
proves to be erroneous we are al-
ways ready to correot it whenever the
error appears. While we have not
published the article that has gone
the rounds of the Populist press pur-
porting to give Mr. Morrill’s votes in
congress thers was a paragraph
slipped 1nto our columna in which it
was stated that he was opposed to
silver while in congress, and we
therefors the more willingly devoie
the necessary space now to a state-
ment of the facts.

The Popnulist press has unwittingly
been led into an error by publishing
an srbicle whioh was not verifled be-
fora publieation by the editor who
was responsible for its first appear-
anes. It was handed to him for pub-
lication and, supposiog it to be cor-
rect, he let it go withont taking the
precaution which probably he shonld
have done. The wote cited, page
8,800, volume 17, of Congressional
Record, ia incorrectly reported. The
nay vote there recorded is not upon
the passage of tke free ccinage bill,
but npon the adoption of an amend-
ment to it, and on the next page Mr.
Morrill is recorded 8s voling yea on
the free coinage bill. It is only
fair that these facts should be
stated. There are some other faocts,
however, that shonld likewise be
stated in order to make a perfeotly
truthful presantation of the oase.

The silver plank of the republican
national platform of 1888 reads as
follows:

The republican parfy isin favor of the
usa of both gold and silver ms money,
and ocondemna the polioy of the demo-
oratio administration in ite efforls to de-
monstize silvar,

And that is all there is of it. The
“parity” nonsense had not yet been
thonght of, and Kansas republicans
especially were all for the coinage of
silver and gold at the existing ratio.
Nobody in the West presumed to
teach any other dootrine. The plat-
form of the Kansas republiosn state
convention of 1890 declared:

The praoctioal oparation of the silver ach
now in foroe, recenily passed by a republi-
oan msjority and opposed by & demo-
orakio minority in both houses of congress,
is rapidly inoreasing the valus of silver, ln
8 good step in the right direction, but we,
the republioans of Eaness, demand the
free coinage of silver, & moasure sirongly
opposed and vigorously demounced by the
late demooratio adminisiration lad by ex-
President Grover Clavelsad,

The Kansas legisiature had adopted
nnluimdh' upoa our ref

W o rnfising il

ocoinage of silver. The Topeka Cap-

ital of January 4, 1801, sent this mes-

The Capital wisheato send s shork mes-
sage bo congress, Ii will be brief, bui im-
portant to the Wesl. Iiis this: Shop youe
windy spesohes about election bills; pass
the Plumb measare for free ocoinage of sil-
ver, and give the sountry one or two bun-
dred millions more of paper ourrenoy.

Ibia nok s long ss the president’s mes-
sage, buk is will do the ocouniry and the re-
publioan party more good if ifin noted
upon than a dozen messagea like ihe lask
ona. The West and South are growing
very tired sesing the money influences of
mmmmmm fnancial legis-

on.

Everybody in Kansas up fo this
time was for free coinage, and Major
Morrill could not do otherwise than
vote that way. The “parity” non-
sense waa not yef invented. It is for
this reason not necessary to go bask
farther for his racord upon this sub-
ject. Heoconld not then represent
hus constitnenoy and vote otherwise
than for fres comnage.

Bince that time, howaver, Kansas
republicans, or rather we should say,
repablican politioans, have turned a

ouble, back-action somersault, and
have lined up with the Wall streeb
end of that party upon this question.
The “parity” plank was adopted at
Minneapolis and at Chicago by the
republican and the democratio
branches of the Wall street party in
1892, and has been adopted by Kan-
sad republican and demooratic con-
vontions since that time. We have
seen it stated that Major Morrill him-
self drew the plank adopted by the
convention that nominated him for
governor. We stated sometime ago
that if that plank means anything it
means the re-coinage of our silver
currency, putting a gold dollar's worth
of silver at 1ts present price 1n the
market, into the mlver dollar, and
the Oapital stated that this was a
correct interpretation of it. Mr.
Morrill in accepting the nomination
upon this platform mgaified his ap-
proval of it, and gave proof of the
fact that he was among the politi-
cians who had made the flop and
lined up with the Wall street end of
his party. It was only after the cam-
paign was opened and he got his ear
fo the ground and heard the rum-
bling of the gravel train that he saw
the necessity of declaring for the
ratio of 16 fo 1. It would be folly
for republicana to say now that this
ia the meaniog of their platform.
They know that it is not, and if it
was, the Capital would have to repu~
diate it or make another flop in the
midst of a campaign. Verily, the re-
publican party and its candidates are
in & hard row of stamps upon the
finance queation.

Ir s about the time of year for
the Capital to start in again with its
monthly report of “mortgages re-
leased.” Our exchaoges show the
sheriffa to be enjoying their acous-
tomed prosperily in this line, and
the Capital, with moderate industry,
might gather up quite a list every
month which it could write up in its
usual style as mortgages psid.
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